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T H E  INDUSTRY O F  ALCOI 
ALCOI IS A TOWN WHICH HAS HAD TO GROW U P  WITH THE 
INEVITABLE CRUTCH OF ITS BRIDGES, A TOWN WHICH 
SHOWS THE TENACITY OF ITS INHABITANTS IN THE FACE OF 
NATURAL ADVERSITIES. 
I G N A S l  M O R A  A U T H O R  
lcoi has often been referred to 
as "the Catalan island", and la- 
bels of this sort always have 
sorne kind of basis in truth. In this case, 
the peculiarly enterprising rnentality of 
the people of Alcoi is rerniniscent of that 
of the Catalans. But it's also true that, 
the sarne as the Catalans within Spain, 
within the País Valencia the people of 
Alcoi are 'by tradition an industrial is- 
land in the rnidst of what until only a few 
decades ago was a predorninantly 
agricultura1 area. Alcoi i s  an industrial 
town in every way. It saw an industrial 
revolution whose beginning dates frorn 
1825. Industrial conflict was more viru- 
lent here than in the maiority of indus- 
trial centres and it had its share of 
workers' revolts. In 1873 there was a gen- 
eral strike during which sixteen people 
died as a result of the repression and a 
perrnanent military garrison was set up 
in the town, which had been taken over 
by the workers, who set fire to factories 
and irnprisoned sorne of the owners. 
Very soon a local bourgeoisie emerged 
who according to the architect Francesc 
Picó, "build their houses along Mod- 
ernist lines, the sarne as in Barcelona". 
This is still the style that characterizes 
the new part of Alcoi built during this 
period in which the industrial revolution 
.' ,;, 
gave rise to a bourgeois culture as it did 
everywhere else. 
The eighteenth-century botanist Cava- 
nilles wrote of his visit to Alcoi, "One 
hears the banging of loorns every- 
where". Historical docurnents dating frorn 
as early as 1278 speak of wool-workers' 
guilds and of the existence of fulling 
mills. In 1590 Alcoi had 140 looms. 
Figures for the textile industry grow 
steadily over the years and centuries. 
In 1955, there were 551 mechanical 
looms and 71 hand looms operating in 
Alcoi, with an annual production of 
more than one million pieces of cloth. 
By 1949, the figure had reached 1,000 
hand looms and 800 mechanical looms, 
manufacturing 40,000 metres of cloth a 
day. This industry -the oldest and most 
important there is in Alcoi- arose thanks 
to the use that could be made of the 
rivers. But the depth of the two rivers 
that flow through the town, the Barxell 
and the Molinar, made it necessary to 
build a whole series of bridges which 
have given it its characteristic appear- 
ance. Alcoi is another town that has 
had to grow up with the inevitable 
crutch of its bridges, another city of 
bridges, which are a reminder of the 
tenacity of its inhabitants and of their 
determination to pul1 through in the face 
of natural adversities and in spite of 
having traditionally been poorly com- 
municated, always cut off from other 
towns of any importance. 
The other traditional industry in Alcoi is 
the paper industry, which originated in 
the fourteenth century but which took 
off in the eighteenth. In 1735, the local 
priest Vicent Albors i Gisbert turned a 
cloth mil1 into a paper mil1 and at the 
end of the century Cavanilles recorded 
33 mills in Alcoi engaged in paper man- 
ufacturing. Albors himself imported a 
Dutch machine called "the cylinder", 
which increased output at the same time 
as it reduced production costs. It was in 
Alcoi once again that, starting in 1880, 
Louis Robert's machine was introduced 
into the paper industry, allowing contin- 
uous paper production. Furthermore, 
the first workshop devoted exclusively 
to the manufacture of cigarette paper 
was opened in Alcoi in 1833. The pro- 
duction of paper brought with it the 
birth of the graphic arts and by the mid- 
nineteenth century, Alcoi had 18 printing 
works. In addition, metalworking in 
Alcoi took its first steps in 1830 and by 
1950 the number of foundries and work- 
shops in the town had risen to thirty. 
But Alcoi's industrial spirit goes even 
further. This inland town, forgotten by 
the sea, without either olive-trees or the 
raw materials for bottling, has a pros- 
perous industry in anchovy-stuffed ol- 
ives. And it was a baker in Alcoi who 
first came up with a formula for long-life 
bread, eventually leading to the growth 
of industries which are now familiar to 
everyone. And just as the people of 
Alcoi even have well defined phonetic 
peculiarities, they have also manufac- 
tured their very own beverage, a coffee 
liqueur, which fostered the growth of 
more industries and of other typical 
products like the herber, a liqueur made 
with macerated herbs from the nearby 
Mariola hills. Needless to say, Alcoi, 
more tlian any other part of the País 
Valencia, has a number of established 
food products, like its sweets and its 
sugared pine nuts, its sugared biscuits 
and its meat pasties, which have given 
rise to small cottage-industries. And Al- 
coi's famous festival of Moors and 
Christians has also prompted a trade in 
hand-made harquebuses ... 
According to a popular saying to illus- 
trate the resourcefulness and the pers- 
picacity of the locals, there's no such 
thing as a fool in Alcoi. And on this 
occasion tradition is right. So much so, 
that on the subiect of the industrial crisis 
in Alcoi, one can't help wondering what 
the ardent, confirmed industrialists of 
this distinctive and highly imaginative 
town are going to come up with this 
time. ¤ 
